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To Interested Organisations 



August 1994 



Dear Sir/Madam 

SIMPLIFICATION OF UK FISHING VESSEL LICENSING SCHEME 

I am writing to seek your views on proposed changes to simplify the operation 
of the UK fishing vessel licensing scheme, which are set out in the attached 
consultation document. Any comments that you have on the proposals should 
be sent to Mr K A Porter at the above address by 30 September 1994. 

Background 

The present licensing arrangements have evolved in a piecemeal fashion over 
several years, resulting in the complex licensing hierarchy and administrative 
rules that we see today. As part of the Government's commitment to reduce the 
burden on industry. Fisheries Departments have looked at ways of simplifying 
the present arrangements . They have considered how best this can be achieved 
without weakening one of the restrictive licensing scheme’s main functions, 
which is to constrain fishing effort directed at the most sensitive stocks. The 
consultation document proposes: 

a simplification of the existing licensing structure by reducing the 
number of licence categories; 

a reduction in the number of licences and variations that have to be 
carried on board vessels; 

a revised, less complicated licence format which is easier for licence 
holders to understand and refer to; 

a simplification of the administrative rules relating to the issue and 
transfer of licences; and 

the production of comprehensive guidance for the industry on licensing 
rules. 
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HP* • 

Timing 



It is proposed that the new licensing arrangements will come into force on 1 
January 1995. New licence documents will in any event be required by that 
date in order to comply with the EC Licensing Regulation, 3690/93. 

Compliance Cost Assessment 

In considering new policies, the Government places importance on the 
proposal's likely impact on business. To measure this impact, a Compliance 
Cost Assessment (CCA) is produced for all proposals, and made available to 
the industry on request. In giving your views on the proposals described in the 
accompanying document, it would be helpful if you could identify and quantify 
any additional direct or indirect costs or savings (recurring or non-recurring) 
that would be likely to arise for your business as a result. Recurring costs 
might for example include administration or consumable materials; non- 
recurring costs would cover such items as additional expenditure on computer 
systems and other capital expenditure. 

Publication of comments 



Responses from organisations and individuals will be made available in the 
Department's library for public inspection for a six month period from, the 
closing date of the consultation, unless a respondent asks for their response to 
be treated as confidential. 

Colleagues in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are writing in similar terms 
to their respective industry organisations. 

Yours faithfully 




B S Edwards 
Fisheries Division IV 
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CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 



SIMPLIFICATION OF THE UK RESTRICTIVE 
LICENSING SCHEME FOR FISHING VESSELS 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This document sets out proposed changes to the way in which licences 
are issued under the UK restrictive licensing scheme. It discusses: 

i) simplification of the current licensing structure 

ii) reducing the number of different licence types 

iii) revision of the licence format 

iv) simplification of administrative procedures 

v) the provision of guidance to the industry 

LICENSING STRUCTURE 

2. The restrictive licensing scheme has developed over a number of years, 
in response to changes in licensing policy, in a way that has attempted to 
restrict effort on those stocks thought to be under greatest pressure. As a result 
there are now 9 basic categories of licence, each authorising different levels of 
fishing opportunity. These licences, together with a breakdown of the number 
of vessels holding or entitled to hold each categoiy, are listed at Annex A. 

3. Over 80% of all over 10 metre fishing vessels hold a full pressure stock 
licence, allowing them to fish for all stocks. The remaining vessels have 
licences with varying limitations on the authority to fish. In view of the 
continuing pressure on fish stocks generally, there is no room to move to a 
single authority allowing all licensed vessels to fish for any stock. However the 
structure is complicated, and could be simplified by amalgamating some of the 
different licence categories. 

4. Departments believe that the reduction in the number of licence 
categories should be earned out in a way that does not reduce the fishing 
opportunities currently available to individual fishermen. To achieve this it 
would be necessary to upgrade to the next step up the ladder any licence 
category that is deleted. In view of the need to avoid any undue increases in 
fishing effort, this precludes the upgrading of any of the major licence 
categories, such as non pressure stock licences or miscellaneous species 
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licences. It is however proposed that the following categories of licence should 
be deleted: 

A. Limited pressure stock licence 

4.1 These licences were created in 1985 and 1986, in order to allow 
fishermen who then held only a non pressure stock licence to continue catching 
the five non-pressure stocks that were at that time upgraded to pressure stock 
status, provided that they had a history of fishing for them. Separate licences 
were considered necessary to avoid the possibility of a substantial increase in 
effort on the original pressure stocks. In practice very few of these licences 
were actually issued, and they are at present held by only 14 vessels. It is 
proposed that from 1 January 1995 the holders of limited pressure stock 
licences should be issued with full pressure stock licences. This change should 
not have a significant effect upon the level of effort directed at full pressure 
stocks. 

B. Moratorium licence 

4.2 Moratorium pressure stock licences were introduced in 1986 to relieve 
the pressure which was then building up on Area VII pressure stocks, through 
the transfer of pressure stock licences from relatively small vessels onto 
considerably larger ones, there being at the time no tonnage/horsepower or 
capacity restrictions on the transfer of licences. A moratorium was therefore 
placed on the transfer of Area VII pressure stock licences from vessels under 80 
feet in length to vessels over 80 feet in length. Any vessels that were licensed 
in this way after November 1986 received a moratorium pressure stock licence, 
which allowed them to fish for pressure stocks in Area IV and Area VI, but not 
Area VII. In February 1987 the policy was clarified to make clear that vessels 
issued with a moratorium licence would not be allowed to fish for the joint 
western hake stock in Area VI. Vessels issued with a moratorium licence 
between November 1986 and February 1987 were subsequently issued with a 
limited moratorium licence, which allowed the holder to fish for hake in Area 
VI but not Area VII. 

4.3 There are at present 15 moratorium licences in issue. Eight of these are 
presently attached to vessels operating in the North Sea, the remaining seven 
are all limited moratorium licences attached to vessels operating in Areas VI 
and VII. It is proposed that all moratorium licences, full and limited, should 
be upgraded to full pressure stock status. Vessels would not however receive 
Area VII beam trawl licences as a result of this change. This would have no 
discernible effect on the western hake stock, because all of the vessels 
interested in this stock are already able to catch it in Area VI, but might lead to 
some increase in effort on other Area VII pressure stocks, particularly anglers 
and megrim. Again, in view of the small number of vessels involved this is 
unlikely to be significant. 
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C. Nephrops licence 



4.4 Nephrops licences allow vessels to fish in the West of Scotland and 
Area VII nephrops fisheries, and were introduced in 1987, following the 
decision to restrict the availability of non pressure stock licences. They 
remained freely available until 1990 when, to bring them in line with non 
pressure stock licences, they became non-transferable. Following concern at 
the long term effect that this could have on the West Coast nephrops fishery, 
from September 1991 nephrops fishermen with a non pressure stock licence 
were able to exchange their licence for a transferable nephrops only licence. 
The majority of the 108 nephrops licences in issue today were issued as a result 
of this exercise. 

4.5 Elsewhere in this paper, a recommendation is made for non pressure 
stock licences to be made transferable. If this recommendation is adopted, then 
it is proposed that nephrops licences should be upgraded to non pressure stock 
status, as there will no longer be any need for a separate transferable licence for 
nephrops fishermen. This may lead to a small increase in effort on non- 
pressure stocks, but the great majority of these licence are held by fishermen on 
the West of Scotland, where access to non pressure stocks - sole, megrim and 
pollack - is limited. 

Retention of the sandeels licence 

5. In July 1989 the Sandeels Licensing Order was made, requiring any 
vessel wishing to fish for sandeels in Scottish waters to have a licence. This 
Order was introduced for environmental reasons, and was necessary because at 
that time a licence was only required under the Sea Fish Licensing Order 1983 
to fish for TAC stocks. Departments believe that the reasons for the 
restrictions on fishing for sandeels remain valid, and propose to retain the 
separate sandeels licence. Since the Sandeels Licensing Order was introduced, 
the scope of the Sea Fish Licensing Order has been extended to apply to all sea 
fish, including sandeels. Consequently, a separate Sandeels Licensing Order is 
no longer necessary, and could be removed without causing a significant 
weakening of existing controls. It would allow vessels fishing for pleasure to 
fish for sandeels without a licence, but such vessels are not considered to pose 
a threat to the overall health of the stocks. 

The effect of upgrading on track records 

6. Upgrading licences would result in some vessels in future being eligible 
to fish for stocks for which they had no track records. In principle, notional 
track records could be created based on the activities of comparable vessels. 
However given the relatively small number of vessels involved, and the 
difficulty in finding reliable comparators, Departments do not propose to adjust 
the track records of any vessel whose licence is upgraded. 
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LICENCE TYPES 



Over 10 metre licences 



7. Although there are only 8 different categories of over 10 metre licence, 
there are many variants of these licences issued, depending upon the sea areas 
being fished, the type of fish being landed, and the producer organisation (PO) 
that the vessel belongs to. . Traditionally, for management purposes 
Departments have treated Areas IV and VI and Area VII as two separate 
licensing areas. They have also issued separate pelagic and whitefish licences. 
Vessels in different POs are also given different licence types, to take account 
of the different stocks being managed sectorally by each PO. As a result, 
Departments now issue over 160 different types of licence. A mobile vessel 
with a pressure stock licence entitlement, wishing to exploit all the domestic 
fishing opportunities available to it would have to cany at least 10 different 
licences on board, covering the different pressure stock fisheries. 

8. The resulting volume of paperwork not only causes confusion for 
fishermen, but also leads to work in issuing multiple licences and their 
variations. It is proposed that all vessels should be issued with a single licence 
covering all their main domestic fishing entitlements. Separate licences would 
continue to be required for small local fisheries which, because of their special 
access arrangements, do not lend themselves to incorporation in a general 
licence. 

9. Taken together, the proposals outlined at paragraphs 5 to 8 above would 
mean that any UK registered over 10 metre vessel fishing in domestic waters 
would in future cany one main licence on board, which would be one of the 
following: 

a pressure stock licence; 
a non pressure stock licence; or 
a miscellaneous species licence 

10. Separate licences, in addition to those specified above, would be 
required for vessels wishing to fish in one or more of the following fisheries: 

the Clyde herring fishery; 
the Moume herring fishery; 
the Thames and Blackwater herring fishery; 
sandeels in Scottish waters; 
dredging for molluscan shellfish 
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The present restrictions on the availability of these local licences would remain 
in force. 

Beam trawling licences 

11. The number of vessels that may fish by the beam trawl method in the 
North Sea and in Area VII is at present limited. In addition, there is a 
moratorium on the aggregation of licences onto beamers wishing to operate in 
the North Sea. These restrictions were introduced in order to protect stocks in 
each area from over exploitation, as a result of the build up of large beamer 
fleets in each area. There are at present some 316 vessels in total authorised to 
use the beam trawl method for pressure stocks: of these, '87 are authorised to 
operate in the North Sea and Area VII, 1 1 1 in the North Sea only and 1 18 in 
Area VII only. A further 11 vessels are authorised to beam trawl for non- 
pressure stocks in the North Sea. 

12. Departments consider that the pressure on stocks subject to these 
restrictions is such that there can be no increase in the total number of vessels 
allowed to fish in them by the beam trawl method, and that the moratorium on 
the aggregation of pressure stock licences onto North Sea beamers should 
continue. Moreover, they consider that separate restrictions for the North Sea 
and Area VII should remain in place. Allowing vessels currently only 
authorised to beam trawl in Area VII to beam trawl in the North Sea, and vice 
versa, would lead to a 50% increase in the number of vessels authorised to 
beam trawl in each area, placing intolerable additional pressure on the stocks. 
Licences should therefore continue to restrict fishing by the beam trawl method 
in the North Sea and Area VII, but it is proposed that this should be done 
within a standard licence document, rather than through the issue of separate 
licence types (see paragraph 16 below and Annex B). 

10 metre and under licences 



13. No change is envisaged to the current 10 metre and under licence, which 
will remain an unrestricted authority to fish for all stocks, by any method. The 
licence would however be issued in the same format as the new over 10 metre 
licences. 

External Waters Licences 



14. Because of the special access arrangements that apply in the various 
external waters fisheries. Departments do not believe that it would be feasible 
to draw up a standard external waters licence. Separate licences would 
therefore continue to be issued for each external waters fishery, but in the same 
format as domestic waters licences, with appropriate conditions and schedules 
attached to the standard front pages. 
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LICENCE FORMAT 



15. A copy of the proposed new licence format is at Annex B. This is based 
closely on the existing licence document, but has been amended to reduce the 
overall size of the licence, and make it more user friendly. It retains the three 
sections found in the present licence: 

the front pages, containing individual vessel data, 

the conditions, and 

the schedules, containing the authority of the licence, and any 

limitations to that authority, including fisheries not open to the vessel 

and any appropriate non-sector catch restrictions. 

16. All vessels would in future receive the same basic licence document. 
This would not be separately numbered to signify the type of licence. Instead, 
the scope of the licence would be contained in Section 3 on page 1, which 
would specify the category of licence (pressure stock, non-pressure stock, etc) 
as well as contain details of whether or not the vessel can fish by the beam 
trawl method. Most of the remainder of the information on the front pages is 
the same as that contained in existing licences. New sections on fleet register 
number, international radio call sign, fleet segment and gear types are included 
in order to comply with the EC Licensing Regulation. 

17. Separate conditions and schedules would be attached to the licence front 
pages, depending upon the scope of the licence and any quota management 
requirements. A full pressure stock licence would contain a streamlined 
version of the current separate whitefish and pelagic licence conditions, as 
shown in the Annex. Separate, simpler, versions would be attached to other 
categories of licence, omitting for example the licence conditions relating to the 
capture and landing of herring and mackerel.. 

18. The proposed new schedules would look veiy similar to existing 
schedules, except that all non-sector restrictions would be contained in the 
single schedule, with the information presented in a way that would make it 
easier for fishermen to refer to. For the avoidance of doubt, it is also proposed 
to include in the new schedules for the first time details of the conversion 
factors to convert landed weight to live weight. 

19. Further simplification of the licensing system could be achieved if POs 
were to take sectoral allocations for all stocks. Licences issued to PO vessels 
would then no longer need to contain non-sector catch restrictions at all. 
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EC PERMITS REGULATION 



20. The Council has recently agreed a framework regulation on fishing 
permits. Permits will not be needed by all vessels, but will be required by 
vessels wishing to enter those fisheries where the Council considers additional 
restraints on effort to be necessary. The detailed conditions of access to each 
fishery will be decided by the Council. The permit will supplement the licence, 
and not replace it. The revised licence format has been designed with this in 
mind, and will allow the permit to take the form of an additional schedule, with 
the minimum of disruption to other parts of the licence. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 



Transferability of licences 

21. Since 1987, it has not been possible to transfer non pressure stock 
licences, except onto vessels in the same ownership. This measure was 
introduced in order to protect the UK’s North Sea plaice stocks, which were 
then thought to be under threat. However the UK quota for this stock remains 
under-subscribed, although the level of catches has slowly been going up in 
recent years. Fishermen with a non pressure stock licence are placed at a 
disadvantage compared to their colleagues with other categories of licence, 
because they are unable to transfer them on. To remove this anomaly, it is 
proposed that non pressure stock licences should in future be subject to the 
same rules on transferability as all other licence categories. In practice this is 
unlikely to have an adverse effect on the North Sea plaice stock, because of the 
restriction on beam trawling in the North Sea. 

22. The transfer of whitefish licences onto pelagic freezer trawlers and purse 
seiners is not permitted at present. This restriction is under separate review by 
Fisheries Departments in consultation with the fishing industry. 

Licence transfer procedures 

23. At present, licences may be transferred only whilst attached to a vessel, 
because licences are issued to named individuals in respect of named vessels . 
This often results in the paper sale and re-purchase of vessels in order to satisfy 
the licensing requirements, and requires re-regi stration of the vessel in question 
at each transaction. This subjects the licence holder to additional paperwork 
and expense. Departments propose to look for ways of allowing licences to be 
transferred from one fisherman to another without it being necessary to sell and 
buy back the vessel to which the licence is attached, provided that this can be 
done in a way that does not prejudice Ministers’ ability to decide upon the issue 
of licences. 
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Licence issue/neriod of validity 



24. At present, all licences are issued from 1 January each year, and are 
valid for 12 months. Annual issue enables Departments to check all licences 
once a year, to ensure that the details contained in them are all correct. For 
over 10 metre licences, it is desirable to issue licences valid from 1 January, in 
order to tie in with the quota management year. However for 10 metre, and 
under licences, the 1 January issue date is not necessary. To spread the 
administrative load, it is proposed that the 10 metre and under licences issued 
on 1 January 1995 will be valid until 30 June 1996. Thereafter, 10 metre and 
under licences will be valid from 1 July each year. 

GUIDANCE TO INDUSTRY 

25. The rules relating to fishing licences are complex, and fishermen 
wishing to make investment decisions need to know how they will be affected 
by those rules. Although Departments' staff, particularly at port offices, are 
able to offer guidance in individual cases, it is felt that it would be useful if a 
full guide to the licensing system and its rules was made available to 
fishermen. It is therefore proposed that such a guide should be produced for 
issue with 1995 licences and updated whenever major changes to licensing 
policy are introduced. 

26. Your views are invited on the above proposals, in particular upon plans 
to: 



i) simplify the licensing structure, by upgrading limited pressure stock, 
moratorium pressure stock and nephrops licences; 

ii) amalgamate licence types so that vessels only have to cany one main 
licence type on board 

iii) simplify licence transfer procedures; 

iv) amend the licence issue format to make it more user friendly 



FISHERIES DEPARTMENTS 

AUGUST 1994 
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ANNEX A 



LICENCES HELD BY UK VESSELS, INCLUDING UNATTACHED 
LICENCE ENTITLEMENTS 



LICENCE CATEGORY 


MAFF 


SOAFD 


DANI 


TOTAL 


Full pressure stock licence 


1,352 


[23] 


1,119 


[75] 


199 


[7] 


2,670 


[105] 


Moratorium pressure stock licence 1 


12 




3 




- 




15 




Limited pressure stock licence 1 


12 




- 




2 




14 




Non-pressure stock licence 


40 


[5] 


13 


[4] 


12 


[1] 


65 


[10] 


Nephrops licence 1 


6 


[6] 


100 




2 




108 


[6] 


Miscellaneous species licence 


154 


[3] 


190 


[5] 


10 


[1] 


354 


[9] 


Sandeels licence 


- 




6 




- 




6 




Molluscan shellfish licence 


1 




- 




- 




1 




TOTAL NUMBER OF OVER 10 
METRE VESSELS 


1,577 


[37] 


1,431 


[84] 


225 


[9] 


3,233 


[130] 


10 metre and under licence 


3,829 


[89] 


1,725 


[30] 


154 


[3] 


5,708 


[122] 


TOTAL NUMBER OF VESSELS 


5,406 


[126] 


3,156 


[114] 


379 


[12] 


8,941 


[252] 



Footnotes 

1 Licences to be upgraded to full pressure stock status 

2 Licences to be upgraded to non-pressure stock status 

Figures in square brackets are estimates of unattached licence entitlements notified to 
Fisheries Departments, and are not included in figures in bold print 
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ANNEX B 





Licence issued under the Sea Fish Conservation 
Act 1967 (as amended) to vessels flying the flag of the 
United Kingdom, Channel Islands or Isle of Man 



Section 1 : Nominee details 



Address where licence and notices of 
variations to be sent 



Section 2 : Vessel details 



Name of vessel 
Port letters and number 
International radio call sign 
Producer Organisation 



Port of registration 
RSS Number 
Fleet register number 





Section 3 : Licence details 



Type of licence and 
area of operation 



Beam trawling permitted (Community waters licences only) 



North Sea 




Area VII 





Section 4 : Technical details 



Registered length; 

Breadth: 

Registered gross tonnage: 
FL 1 (Rev. 7/94) 





MAFF Form* Dnign Unit 
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Section 5 : Ownership details 



Licence No. 



Name(s) and address(e) of registered owner(s)/charterer(s) to whom the licence is granted: 



Section 6 : Method(s) of fishing 



Main gear types: 



1 . 


2 . 


3 . 


4 . 



Segment: 



Section 7 : Authorisation 



Signature 



On behalf of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 



Name in BLOCK 
LETTERS 



Date 



Issuing Office 
Telephone No. 




WARNING 

This licence is invalid if any of the details entered at Sections 1 to 5 above change. 

In the event of any such changes you should notify your local Fisheries Office immediately. 
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AUTHORITY/LIMITATIONS 



Specified Particulars 



The authority granted by this licence, and limitations to that 
authority, are contained in the Schedule which forms part of 
tliis licence. 

CONDITIONS 



This licence is subject to the following conditions: 
General 



1 . The vessel to which this licence relates must be registered 
as a fishing vessel under Section II of the Merchant Shipping 
(Registration, etc) Act 1993, or in tire Channel Islands or 
Isle of Man. 



1 . Name and address of caller 

2. Name of vessel, its port letters 
and registration number 

3. Intended port of arrival 

4. Estimated time and date of arrival 

5. Name, address and telephone 
number of contact point in the 
United Kingdom for enquiries 

6. Time and date of telephone call. 



2. The vessel to which this licence relates must not retain on 
board, land or trans-ship any fish covered by this licence in 
excess of the amount specified in the Schedule. 

3. The vessel shall not pair trawl with a vessel which does 
not hold the appropriate UK fishing licence. 

4. The following shall be carried on board the vessel to which 
they relate at all times and be available for inspection 
on-the-spot by any British sea-fishery officer: 

4.1 this licence and any variations thereto issued by 
Fisheries Departments, 



TELEPHONE NUMBERS 



England and Wales 



Scotland 



North Shields 

Grimsby 

Lowestoft 

Hastings 

Plymouth 

Newiyn 

Milford Haven 

Fleetwood 



091 2574520 
0472 355112 
0502 573149 
0424 424109 
0752 228001 
0736 62805 
0646 693412 
0253 873515 



SFPA 031 244 6074 or 
031 244 6076 or 
031 244 6077 



4.2 i) the EC log books for tire previous 6 months, or 



Northern Ireland 



ii) a receipt issued by a British sea-fisheries 
officer where tire log book has been removed by 
him, and 

4.3 fish room maps for vessels over 17 metres overall 
length. 

5. In each 6 month period in each calendar year (ie January to 
June and July to December) the licence holder must ensure 
that either: 

5. 1 at least 50% by weight of the total landings of all 
stocks subject to EC quota landed by this vessel, and which 
this vessel is licensed to retain on board, have been landed in 
the United Kingdom, Isle of Man or Channel Islands; or 

5.2 evidence is provided of the vessel's presence in an 
English, Northern Irish, Scottish, Welsh, Channel Islands or 
Isle of Man port on at least 4 occasions of at least 8 hours 
duration at intervals of at least 10 days provided that- 

a. 24 hours prior notice of the particulars 
specified below is given by telephone (and not by facsimile) 
in England, Northern Ireland and Wales to the Sea Fisheries 
District Inspector of the proposed port to be visited, or in 
Scotland to tire Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency (SFPA). 
Such notice is essential if any visit is to be relied upon as 
evidence of compliance with this condition. 

b. during any such visit the vessel ties up 

alongside. 



Belfast 0232 522362 or 0232 522368 

Note: The Minister/Secretary of State will accept pro rata 
compliance with paragraph 5.2 above if she/lie is satisfied that 
the vessel has been unavailable for fishing for part of the 
qualifying period. A vessel's managing agent or owner shall 
forthwith give written notice of such unavailability and of lire 
vessel's resumption of availability to tire office which issued 
the licence. 

6. At least 75% of the crew must be British citizens or 
nationals of another Member State of the European 
Community. 

7. Subject to, and in accordance with, the following 
provisions of this licence, tire master of the fishing vessel to 
which this licence relates must contact tire Scottish Office 
Agriculture and Fisheries Department ("the Department") 
before the vessel crosses the 4° West Line in either direction. 
Contact with the Department may be made by calling Wick 
Radio or by sending a telex or facsimile message (Telex No 
727696, Fax No 031 244 6471. For the purposes of this 
licence a reference to the 4° West Line is a reference to that 
part of the line of 4° West running north from Hie north coast 
of Scotland. 

7. 1 Tire call/message to the Department must be made 
not less than one hour and not more than 3 hours before the 
vessel's estimated time of arrival at the 4° West Line and no 
further fishing activity shall take place until tire vessel crosses 
tire 4° West Line. 



Licence conditions: pressure stock licence 



Page lof3 
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7.2 The information which the master must provide to 
the Department when he makes a call or sends a message is as 
follows:. 

Name of vessel 
Registered number of vessel 
Master's name 
Time of call/message 

Position of the vessel at time of call/message 
Position at which 4° West Line is to be crossed 
Estimated time of the vessel's arrival at 4° West 
line 

Course and speed proposed for the vessel after 
crossing 4° West line 

Quantity of fish on board of the following species: 
Cod 

Haddock 

Whiting 

Saithe 

Vessel Telex or Fax number (where Telex or Fax 
used to report in) 

7.3 A master who has duly indicated his intention to 
cross the 4° West line but who does not proceed directly to do 
so must contact the Department immediately by one of the 
methods described in paragraph 7 above. 

7.4 A master who, having complied with the 
provisions of paragraphs 7 to 7.2 above, proceeds directly to 
cross the 4°West Line and operates his vessel within the 
corridor of sea extending 4 miles in width on either side of the 
4° West Line need not contact the Department each time he 
crosses the 4° West Line. Thereafter, while the vessel remains 
within that corridor the master shall report his vessel's 
position by one of the methods described in paragraph 7 above 
at 24 hour intervals, calculated from the vessel's estimated 
time of arrival at the 4° West Line. When the vessel leaves 
the corridor the master must contact the Department by one of 
the methods described in paragraph 7 and must give the 
Department the following information: the vessel's name, 
registration number, position, its proposed course and speed 
and the species of fish and quantity thereof on board. 

7.5 Any skipper who is unable to contact the 
Department by Radio via Wick Radio, by telex or bv fax must 
proceed immediately to Scrabster Harbour for inspection by a 
British sea-fisheries officer. On arrival at Scrabster Harbour 
between the hours of 09.00 and 17.00 weekdays (16.30 on 
Fridays), tire master should contact the local Fishery Office, 
Harbour Buildings, or telephone 0847 65074 notifying the 
arrival of the vessel. At any other time the master should 
telephone Lerwick (0595 2007) and arrangements will be 
made immediately for the vessel to be inspected. 

Pelagic stocks 

The conditions set out below' must be complied with bv those 
vessels fishing for herring or mackerel, where the percentage 
of herring or mackerel is not less than 50% bv weight of the 
total catch on board. 

8. Herring and mackerel shall only be landed, trans-shipped 
or dumped during the fishery by a vessel which has fished for 
mackerel in the course of the fishery and has itself caught at 



least 50% of the mackerel which it lands, trans-ships or 
dumps. 

9. Herring and mackerel caught under the authority of this 
licence may only be landed at one of the ports specified 
below. 

Herring: Ullapool, Mallaig, Oban, Fraserburgh, Aberdeen, 
Eyemouth, North Shields, Peterhead, Scarborough, or 
Grimsby. 

Mackerel: Ullapool, Lerwick, Londonderry, Plymouth, 

Falmouth, Penzance, Newlyn or Weymouth. 

9.1 Landings shall not be made without prior 
notification, including details of the catch, to the local District 
Inspector of the relevant Fisheries Department and, if 
required, vessels must first be made available for inspection. 

10. Masters wishing to land herring or mackerel at any port 
other than those specified in paragraph 9 above, including 
abroad, must first seek approval from Fisheries Departments 
and pass on tire following information: 

a) name and registered number of vessel; 

b) position of capture (latitude and 
longitude); 

c) intended time of vessel leaving present 
position; 

d) destination and estimated time of arrival; 
and 

e) estimated catch of herring/mackerel on 
board by ICES area 

Prior to being given such approval, the master may be 
required to close his vessel or proceed to a designated port for 
inspection and validation of the declared amount of 
herring/mackerel on board. 

10.1 Requests for approval should be sought in 
accordance with the procedures set out below'. 

i) In respect of fish caught in ICES Divisions Vb (EC 
Zone), VHb and VUc and Sub Areas VI and XII (excluding 
Greenland EEZ) the above information should be passed by 
telex to the Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency, Edinburgh 
(Telex No. 727696) via one of the following radio stations - 
Wick, Stonehaven, Cullercoats or Humber, or directly to 
the Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency, Edinburgh by 
facsimile message to 031-244 6471 or 031-244 6243 or 
tlirough the vessel's agent. 

ii) In respect of fish caught in ICES Divisions Vila, d, e, f, 
g, h, j and k and Sub Areas VTII (excluding VHIc) and XIV 
(excluding Greenland EEZ) the above information shall be 
passed to the Inspector of Sea Fisheries, Plymouth (Tel No. 
0752 228001 ) or outside office hours, the MAFF Duty Officer 
(Tel No. 071-270-8080) who will contact the Sea Fisheries 
Inspectorate Duty Officer. 
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1 1 . Herring or mackerel caught under the authority of this 
licence may only be trans-shipped at a port approved for that 
purpose and specified in the trans-shipment licence. The 
quantity of fish on board must be notified to the local 
Inspector of Sea Fisheries and be made available for 
inspection prior to the commencement of trans-shipping 
operations. 

11.1 No trans-shipment of herring or mackerel to a 
licensed fishing vessel when fishing in the area so described 
in the Schedule of this licence may take place at a port at 
which a licensed receiving vessel is operating. 

12. Herring and mackerel caught under the authority of this 
licence shall not be dumped without prior authority granted by 
the local Inspector of Sea Fisheries. The quantity of fish on 
board and the quantity to be dumped must be notified to the 
local Inspector of Sea Fisheries and be made available for 
inspection prior to dumping. 

13. Details of the quantities of herring and mackerel landed, 
dumped or trans-shipped shall be reported in such manner as 
may be prescribed to a local Fishery Officer of a Fisheries 
Department within 48 hours of landing, dumping or 
trans-shipments. 

14. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Schedule, this 
licence does not authorise fishing for mackerel within those 
parts of the ICES Sub Areas referred to in that Schedule 
which lie: 



(a) within the sea fisheries districts of 

Cornwall, Devon or the Isle of Scilly (as 
established under Section 1 of the Sea Fisheries 
Regulation Act 1966) by any vessel whose 
registered length is over 18.29m. 

(b) within the 6 mile fishery limit around 

Cornwall, Devon or the Isle of Scilly between the 
hours of 0700 and 1900 local time daily, by any 
vessel. 

(c) within the 6 mile fishery limit around 

Start Point, Prawle Point and Bolt Tail between 
the latitude of 50°19.8N on the east side and the 
longitude 4°W in the west by any vessel, except a 
hand liner, at any time. 

15. In paragraphs 8, 11 and 13 any reference to 

trans-shipment shall be a reference to trans-shipment other 
than to a licensed fishing vessel, and similar expressions shall 
be construed accordingly. 

REVOCATION 



Any licence covering the areas and species covered by this 
licence, previously issued in respect of the above named 
vessel, is hereby revoked. 
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SCHEDULE 



AUTHORITY 



1. Subject to the limitations set out below, and to any prohibition on fishing imposed by order under Section 5 of the Sea 
Fish (Conservation) Act 1967 (as amended), this licence hereby authorises the above-named vessel to fish for all species of 
sea fish (including shellfish) in the ICES Division Ha (EC Zone), Sub Area IV, ICES Division Vb (EC Zone), Sub Areas 
VI. VH, VH, IX, X, xn ( excluding Greenland EEZ) and XIV (excluding Greenland EEZ) and CECAF 34.1.1 (EC Zone), 
excluding those waters lying within 12 miles of the baseline from which the breadth of the territorial sea adjacent to Hie 
Isle of Man and Channel Islands respectively is measured, but not extending beyond a line every point of which is 
equidistant from the nearest points of such baselines adjacent to the United Kingdom and France respectively. In addition 
this licence authorises the above named vessel to fish in ICES Divisions Ida (EC Zone), IDb (EC Zone), Die (EC Zone) and 
Did ( EC Zone) for saithe and ICES Sub Area D for sole. 



LIMITATIONS TO AUTHORITY 



2. This licence is valid from 0001 hours on 1 January 1995 or the date of issue thereof whichever is Die later until 
2359 hours on 31 December 1 995 subject to any revocation, suspension or variation. 

3. Tills licence may be revoked, suspended or varied at any time:- 

3,1 by notice in writing sent to the owner or, as the case may be, the charterer of the vessel or his 
authorised agent, and any such notice shall come into operation on the expiration of a period of 48 hours 
from tire time of its receipt by him unless otherwise stated, or 

3.2 by public announcement in such a manner as the person revoking suspending or varying the licence 
shall decide. 



SPECIES EXCLUDED FROM THE AUTHORITY OF THIS LICENCE: 

4. This licence does not authorise the above-named vessel to fish for, or retain on board, sea fish of the descriptions set 
out in column 1 below in the sea areas listed in column 2 below opposite those descriptions. Any sea fish so caught must 
be returned to the sea immediately. 

DESCRIPTION OF AREAS OF SEA 

SEA FISH 



Salmon and migratory trout 

Sandeel 

Shrimp 

Whiting, anglerfish, hake, megrim, pollack, 
Norway lobster, anchovy 

Sole, plaice 

Blue whiting 

Horse mackerel 



All 

Scottish inshore waters* 

Norwegian waters of ICES IV 

VID, IX, X and CECAF 34. 1 . 1 (EC Zone) 

Vflb-c, vn, IX, X, CECAF34.1.1 (EC Zone) 
Vmc, IX, X, CECAF 34.1.1 (EC Zone) 

Vfflc and IX 



Original Issued 1/1/1995 



Schedule 



Page 1 of 4 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



* "Scottish Inshore waters" means the sea adjacent to the coast of Scotland and to the landward of a limit of 6 nautical 
miles from the baseline from which the territorial sea is measured, up to the mean high water mark of ordinary spring 
tides. 

5. Unless expressly permitted at section 2, this licence does not authorise tire above named vessel to fish by the beam 
trawl method in ICES Division Da (EC Zone), IHa, IQb (EC Zone) 5 IHc (EC Zone), Hid (EC Zone), or Sub Area IV, or to 
fish by the beam trawl method for anglerfish in ICES Sub Area VII, sole in ICES Division Vila, sole or plaice in ICES 
Divisions VDd-g or saithe in Sub Areas VD, VEl, IX, X or CECAF 34.1.1. For the purposes of this paragraph, "beam 
trawl" means, in relation to fishing for whitefish, a net which is kept open by a beam or frame and which is dragged along 
tire sea bed. 

6. The Authority of this licence is subject to tire quota limitations set out in the following tables. All quantitative 
limitations are in live weight, and relate to the maximum amount that mav be caught and retained on board, landed or 
trans-shipped per calendar month unless otherwise stated. The conversion factors to be used for calculating liveweight are 
set out below. 





Code 


Head on 


Fillets 


Parts 




Code 


Head on 


Fillets 


Parts 






gutted 










gutted 






TAC species 










Other main 




















species 










Anglerfish 


MON 


1.28 




oo 

o 

o 


Bass 


BSE 


1.125 


2.7 




Cod 


COD 


1.17 


2.6 


1.52' 


Blue ling 


BLI 


1.15 


2.8 


1.32' 


Haddock 


HAD 


1.16 


2.6 


1.46* 


Brill 


BLL 


1.05 


2.7 




Hake 


HKE 


1.16 


2.6 


1.34' 


Conger Eel 


COE 


1.125 


2.7 




Megrim 


MEG 


1.05 


2.5 




Flounder 


FLE 


1.08 


2.7 




Nephrops 


NEP 






3.00° 


Halibut 


HAL 


1.08 


2.7 




Plaice 


PLE 


1.07 


2.7 




Lemon sole 


LEM 


1.04 


2.5 




Pollack 


POL 


1.14 


2.7 


1.36' 


Ling 


LIN 


1.15 


2.8 


1.32' 


Saithe 


POK 


1.19 


2.9 


1 .44' 


Mullet 


MUL 


1.125 


2.7 




Sole 


SOL 


1 .05 


2.5 




Red Mullet 


MUR 


1.125 


2.7 




Whiting 


WHG 


1.13 


2.7 


1 .41 1 


Sea bream 


SBZ 


1.125 


2.7 














Skates &. rays 


SKA 


1.13 




2.09 2 












Spurdogs 


DGS 


1.37 


2.7 


2.52 3 












Turbot 


TUR 


1.07 


2.7 














Witch 


WIT 


1.04 


2.7 





Footnotes 

“Tails 

‘Head off gutted 

3 Wings 

3 Skinned 
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SPECIES 


SEA AREA 


LENGTH BAND 


QUOTA LIMIT 


Cod 


ha 1 , iv, vb 1 , vi, xn 2 , xiv 2 


A 


3 tonnes, no more than 200 kgs in 






VB 1 , VI, XE 2 ,XIV 2 






B 


3 tonnes, no more than 200 kgs in 








VB 1 , VI, XIF, XIV 2 






C 


4 tonnes, no more than 200 kgs in 








VB 1 , VI, XIF, XIV 2 




vha 


All 


1.5 tonnes 




vn b-k. vin, ix,x, cecaf 34 . 1 . 1 1 


All 


1.5 tonnes 


Haddock 


HA 1 , IV, VB 1 , VIA 


A 


10 tonnes, no more than 1 tonne in 






VB 1 , VIA, XIP, XIV 2 






B 


20. tonnes, no more than 2 tonnes in 








VB 1 , VIA, XIF, XIV 2 






C 


30 tonnes, no more than 3 tonnes in 








VB 1 , VIA, XIP, XIV 2 




V1B, XU 2 , XIV 2 


All 


1 tonne, to be taken in one trip 




vn, vm, ix, x, cecaf 34 . 1 . 1 * 


All 


500 kgs 


Whiling 


HA 1 , IV, VB 1 , VI, xn 2 , XIV 2 


A 


2 tonnes, no more than 1 tonne in 








VB 1 , VI, XH\ XIV 2 






B 


3 tonnes, no more than 2 tonnes in 








VB 1 , VI, XH\ XIV 2 






C 


4 tonnes, no more than 3 tonnes in 








vb 1 , vi, xn 2 , XIV 2 




VHA 


All 


3 tonnes 




VHB-K 


All 


2 tonnes 


Saithe 


HA 1 , mA-DUV, VB 1 , VI, xn 2 , XIV 2 


All 


1 tonne, no more than 500 kgs in 








HA 1 , mA-D 1 , IV 




vn, vm, ix, x, cecaf 34 . 1 . 1 1 


All 


1 tonne 


Sole 


n, iv 


All 


500 kgs 




vb 1 , vi, xn 2 , xiv 2 


All 


200 kgs 




VHA 


All 


500 kgs 




vnD 


All 


400 kgs 




VUE 


All 


400 kgs 




VHF&G 


All 


200 kgs 




VEH,J,K 


All 


100 kgs 
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SPECIES 


SEA AREA 


LENGTH BAND 


QUOTA LIMIT 


Plaice 


VB 1 , VI, XIF, XIV 2 


All 


6 tonnes 




vha 


All 


3 tonnes 




VHD&E 


All 


2 tonnes 




VHF&G 


All 


1 tonne 




VHH,J,K 


All 


2 tonnes 


Anglerfish 


VB 1 , VI, XEP, XIV s 


All 


3 tonnes 




vn 


All 


3 tonnes 


Hake 


ha 1 , iv* 


All 


5 tonnes 




VB 1 , vi. vn, xn 1 , xiv 3 


All 


5 tonnes 


Megrim 


vb 1 , vi, xn% xiv 3 


All 


3 tonnes 




vn 


All 


4 tonnes 


Pollack 


VB 1 , VI, XIP, XIV 2 


All 


2 tonnes 




vn 


All 


2 tonnes 


Nephrops 


ELA 1 , IV 1 


All 


7 tonnes 




VB 1 , VI 


All 


10 tonnes 




vn 


All 


750 kgs 


Norway others 3 


IV(Norwegian waters) 


All 


1 2 tonnes 



Footnotes 

1 EC Zone 

2 excluding Greenland EEZ 

3 all species except cod, haddock, saithe, whitng, plaice, Norway pout, sandeel and blue whiting 
Lengthbands 

Where tlie above quota limitations are differentiated according to lengthband, the lengthbands referred to are as set out 
below. 

A: Vessels over 10 metres overall length, but less than 12.19 metres registered length 
B: Vessels 12.19 metres registered length and over, but less than 18.29 metres registered length 
C: Vessles 1 8.29 metres registered length and over. 
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Licence Review Consultation Paper 

Circulation List 

Industry 



The Anglo-Scottish FPO 

Association of Sea Fisheiies Committees 

Boyd Line Management Services Ltd 

Bridlington and Flamborough Fishermen's Society 

The British Bankers Association 

Brixham Trawler Agents 

Brixham Trawler Owners Association 

Colne Shipping Company Ltd 

The Cornish FPO 

East Anglian Fishing Forum 

Emsworth Harbour Fishermen's Federation 

The FPO 

Fishermen's Federation of Northumberland 
The Fleetwood FPO 
Folkestone Fishermen's Association 
The Grimsby FPO 

Kent and Essex Sea Fisheries Committee 

Ledbeam Ltd 

The Lowestoft FPO 

Lowestoft Fishing Vessel Owners Association 

Lowestoft Inshore Fishing Vessel Owners Association 

Marr Fishing Vessel Management Ltd 

The National Federation of Fishermen's Organisations 

North Atlantic Fishing Company Ltd 

The North Sea PO 

Plymouth Trawler Owners Association 

Portland Fishermen's Association 

Rame Peninsule Fishermen's Association 

Rye Fishermen's Association 

Sea Fish Industry Authority 

The South West FPO 

The Yorkshire and Anglia FPO 
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